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THIS IS UNEVALUATED INFORMATION 


DATA OH 6 PINKISH POLITICAL PARTIES 


p . oomwit Tills report contains basic information from 
Mica Mjgg 4 Milloin on the six political parties which ar^ 

currently represented in the Finnish Diet; they are presented 
in order o t party strength as indicated by the number of the 
200 Diet seats held it. should be noted that although the 
SKDL claims not to be a political party, it, in fact, is one 
The Finnish titles oi the parties and of their governing and 
other bodies are given because these designations v«ry from 
party to part yJ/ 


.jQCj.nl Democratic Party 


Tlie occiai Democratic Party oi Finland (Suocnen Sosialideraokr&attinen 
Puolue ) was founded between 17 and ?0 July 1899 in Turku, Finland, as the 
Workers Party of Finland (Suomen TyflvSenpuolue) . The present name vn* ' 
adopted between 1? and 20 August 190}. 

The party's objectives Aire to unite those underprivileged classes of 
the population that perform physical labor or do creative work, such as 
wage earners and smalL farmers who earn their livelihood mainly through 
their own laoor; to improve the political rights and protection of the 
oppressed and the exploited through exercise of political action and 
cooperation with the social democratic parties of other countries; and to 
work tor th** achievement of social reform and the rear range w*nt of the 
entire social economy on n socialistic basis.. To accomplish these ob- 
jectives, t*n r * par ty carries on educations.! weyk directed at the govern- 
ment and society, especially the classes of society mentioned above. 


The party has three governing bodies, the Party Conference ;>uo- 
luekokous), which meets every third year; the Party Council (Puolueneu- 
vosto) OI 40 members, which meets at least once a year; and the Party 
Committee i Puoluetoimlkunta ) of members . The party has lb district, 
organizations, l,d. communal organizations, and 1,587 basic organizations. 

It polled 450,75k popular vct.es in the 1951 national Diet election and 
currently holas 53 of the 200 seats In the Diet. 
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„. ( . t ^ li 1 1 Sk°B ana Aleksl Aaltonen are chairman and vice-chairman, re- 
-pecU/ely, ol tne Party Committee. Diet Member vSin6 Lesfcinen i- the 
P "' ty — ^ y, and Veilcho Paste la is secretary for party 

Farry address. Paasivuorenkatu 3, 5. 15, Helsinki 
.Agrarian Union j 

or ^ion^alaioliittoJ was founded at Seinajoki. Finland 

l ° f Fianlsh People •Guonyrn Maalais- 

, 0.1 ->iao). The present name vms adopted in 1908 

^oui?-on S rf y ein?-«f tlVeS in , CiUd « arousin £ interest of tlhe rural 
; 1 ;;f r ; r ::? n 0 r ; r ,:y 1 :" d in cociol °eicai 9n <i sc^m^ntai an -„ r ., Jn the bC8t 
, ' ? f ^.nation, promoting a sense of social responsibility *mon" 
r 3 '“ ; siting them into an active political Dartv :n an effort 

to »u,U,er the cause of th- country as a whole and of cte a G mrian ,:ecr.or 

l^i n K principles of the Agrarian program include the defense of 
=-^tnaep.nnence. the realization of a democratic system of e^rn- 
flr-V, o , onorinp^oi t tnc rights and responsibilities of citizens as de- 
r r niji - of r- * reduction of the points of friction between 

. V '' . ,• ' ll ' nation of labor and the physical power re- 

!' f "' : ° Ur !' r { ln th " n, ' r - x possible manner to improve thr r, -.ar.d- 
of lUr. 6 * promotion of a simple, healthy, and temperate way 

token- - V ‘ ‘‘It 1 -“h vhre* Governing bodies, the Farty Conference (Puclue- 

'Pu n "7 T '< OT '- er ” ear: rhc Parf y Governing Committee 

' ’ - "1 ,uu..kunta 1 o. ..o i '0 rr-mters. which meets at least! twice a 

r.r^. : . r. J Administration ! KeskushalUtus) of 13 members. The 

\ S '>y\ local -eoMtin^ 1 or C a r*i nations , 109 loianunal organ 1 za 1 1 onri , and 

The Agrarian Onion polled M'i . 6 x 3 votes in ihe 1591 nnticn.il Dlei 
-lee ..icn, ana currently holds ‘,1 seat? .l„ the Diet . 

v , ; Gul;seli iner. Is party chairman; -Johannes ViLoiainen. 

•“''•'■'ine»r , it''c-« CU i t ' UI< * For ' Ktr - J - v 1 ce-cnoirman ; and Agricultural 
inf. r Mar >.</. .\ie t tuneri 115 p^rty St?c* rotary 

ad a r e 6 e ha levari* r.u Pi, Helsinki ; 

People 1 ;; Democrat ic r.;rrion 

^^Firininh People- Democratic Union va3 founded in Heir if, ki on 
; . . : ; ' ° ' '7 urui * r tr ‘f to r ^d uil.i Duomen Knn<,*r. Demonraatuufi; 

1 . ; ; ; • ° Elands Folk ( Finnish and ; Swedish 

r| i l' r vanish robreviat i0n ia SKDL and tnff Swedish la 


- -^.0 * l i * UU ~ 5 “ ° :i ~y an organisation for political 


it-" r iUonr-, or th' 1 Dh'DL oUitr- that i tc objective io u, torn a 

..jt* ^tvocn organisations which operate on aemocratic principles* to 

ana promo L« t he democrats concept among the Finnish petdpie, and 
o th* common efforts o: tjies,.- organizations toward improving the 

welfare, political freedom, and cultural level of the people. 
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Thr* SK*DL hue three governing bodies, the Union Conference (Liixto- 
kokoua ) , which meets every third year; the Union Council (Li itconeuvosto) 
of r -)2 members, which meets at least once n year; and the Union Cotranittee 
i \ Lii+totoimikunta) of 3L members. The SKDL has 17 district organizations, 
■r'kl communal organizations,, and approxima tely 1,L00 basic organizations. 
;The central organizations of which the union consists include the Finnish 
■Communist Party (SKP), the Socialist Unity Party (SYP), the Finnish V, omen ' s 
Democratic Union (SNDL), the Academic Socialist Society (ASS), ancl the 
.Union of Finnish Comrade Corps (STL, Suomen Toverikuntien Liitto). Each 
member organization has its representation at each organizet j onal echelon 
of the SKDL 

The SK.DL polled 391.36' votes in the 1951 national Diet election and 
currently holds H i seats in the Diet. 

Kusti I. Kulo in chairman of the union and editor Eino Kilpi and 
Vrjo Mur to ere vice-chairmen; editor Fertta Kuusinen is general secretary. 
i Address of the SKDL Kal saniemenkatu 13* B. VII , Helsinki 

n ational Coalition 

Jhe national Coalition ( Kansal linen Kokoomus) was founded on 9 Decem- 
ber 1916 m Helsinki as the Federation of die National Coalition Party 

• IXancfil 1 1 sen FCokoosusp-uolueen Keskuslii tto) . Tne name was shortened to 
icr present form on 22 April lUSO 

Tii'-* obiectivcs of the parry include the preservation of national 
Independence and of a free system o: government; advancement of patriot i 
unity and of Finnish nationalism; s trengthening of the state and of soci- 
ety: Uio preservation of values inner i ted from preceding generation:., 
sue!: ir. ch- dr r. ire to defend the hen*? land based on the love of liberty, 
religion:: faith, a wholesome fatally life, and an economic system based 
on free enterprise; the pi es'Tvrj lion oi a sound peasant culture and the 
■yiality of thrift; the protection of the system of justice; opposition 
to any i ns i i g« t' or. designed tc overthrow the existing system of govern - 
:mt: or of soe ie t y; - the s t r^ng-tnen i ng of the spirit of good citizenship; 

for law* and promotion of civil Harmony; the promotion of rintiouil 
i :;**pq redness , economic independence , and the spirit of enterpri te ; the 
M/pport of ali forms of use ful u't*ri let tuul and physical vor<;; cad fur 
I'iru'K of social reforms to improve the welfare of tr.c prop:-' 

I’p.e party hat three governing hodj.ee the Party Conference : F aoiur - 
i;o!-;:ous f which meets ev*»ry otn* 7 v^ai ; me Council ( Va I tuns V > ) of 60 nec- 
s ; and the Administration 1 H&lli *:us } of 1 2 members. The coalition, 
nan 19 district anions fine -17 na ; i ons’ ; si societies { k/Hr-ed i :n::c nrs ; . 

c.vil)t j on polled -VU /] /. votes in the 1951 national •■F v \- 

• : m. cm a no l Ur. r'3 seats in tne Diet 

: v;. goim/inea is ch.uiT7.ian of the Council find £ . A. Ttirpa it vic rt - 
•hi irm-ifi ; V : 1 1 c Hon La la (rooter of philosophy j is party secretary. 

Pa r t y audr e us , Ala i iuc :* t ;«*• ; mt u 1 1 e 6 . H o istnki 
.9 :r? d : r. U Pc op. 1 c ' s Fur ty 

Tiv* widish people Pru t.y I C-wedith name Jvenska Folkpart let ; 

Finnish translation puotiWiLa met Kan: anpuolue ) v/as founded on 20 - 
?. \ : ; -to 1 906 in Helsinki* 
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The objectives of the party include unifiying the Swedish peuple of 
Finland on a patriotic basis to defend their position and rights: protect- 
ing and developing the Swedish element of the population of Finland and 
its language and culture; preserving Finnish freedom and independence ; 
strengthening Finland’s position in foreign diplomacy; defending the west- 
ern concept of a Just state and the democratic system of government oased 
on xaw, the sacredness of the lav, and the authority of the system of 
justice; opposing attempts to establish dictatorships and all activity 
which divides society; protecting the freedoms of speech , of assembly , 
and of the right to unite; cooperating in efforts to reduce class dif- 
ferences; working for economy in public affairs and for the reduction of 
the tax burden; improving the means for gaining a livelihood and pro- 
motion of free and sound enterprise; promoting the marketing of domestic 
industrial products both at home and abroad; developing the educational 
system to meet practical needs; and protecting the working conditions of 
The citizens and improving their standard of living. 

The party has three governing bodies; the Party Conference, which 
meets once a year y the Central Administration of 51 members; and the 
Executive Central Administration of 21 numbers. The party has four dis- 
trict organizations and approximately 100 local sections. It polled 
137,171 votes in the 1951 national Diet election, and holds 15 seats in 
the Bi"T. 



Half T6rngren is party chairman and Inge Appelberg (’master of phi - 
locophy) is party secretary. 

Party address . Bulevardi 1, Helsinki 


Finnish People’s Party 

The Finnish People's Party (Guomen Kansanpuolue ) was founded on 
;> February 1951 in Helsinki . 

Party objectives The intellectual basis for the operations of the 
People's Party is a constructive, unpre judiced, Finnish attitude toward 
world affairs, cased on the Christian concept of life, on republican and. 
social -welfare points of view, and on individual freedom and absolute 
democracy. The more immediate objective of the party is to improve the 
: solidarity of the notion and protect the independence of the ’republic. 

Tne party seeks to reduce the points of friction between groups of citi- 
zens and to strengthen the spirit of national unity. The party stresses 
the dignity of the individual, the significance of personal responsibility 
nnd of social security; the party categorically opposes collectivism and 
considers it imperative that the public affairs, as well as the social 
and economic life, of the country be founded on liberty based or. drmoc- 
rv.y and legal principles. The party seeks to unite the middle classes 
iii constructive effort for the good of society and the nation 

The party ha. throe governing bodies the Party Conference (Puolue- 
liofcous) which meets once a year; the Party Council (Puoluevaltuusto } of 
hS members which meets at least twice -i year; and the Party Committee 
{ Puolue toimikunca) of ?3 members. The party has 1^ district unions and 
Ul Local sections . 

The People’s Party polled 102,9 c ;> otes in the 1951 national Diet 
election, and holds ten seats in the Diet 
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Professor Eino Safari is party chairman, and Professor Esa Kaitila 
and Communal Mayor H A* Khhnisto are vice-chairmen- Editor Osrao Kup- 
iainen is party secretary- 

P&rny address^ pohjoinen Ssplanaadrkatu 37* A . Helsinki 

Other political groups too small to hold representation in the Diet 
polled lh,789 votes in the I951 election, a total of l,8l2,Sl? votes 
were cast out of an over population of 4, 058,910 (census of 1950). 


-END-' 
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